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The magic of our 
foundation lies in 
your support 
and our shared aspiration to break through barriers that 
inhibit learning and achievement.

Steven Broncheau

DIRECTOR, LBCC FOUNDATION



Dear Esteemed Donors and Friends,

I am Steven Broncheau, welcoming you as the new 
Director of the Linn-Benton Community College 
Foundation. As you delve into the exceptional 
work we have accomplished over this past year 
within the pages of our annual report, I hope the 
stories will not only inform you but also inspire you 
about our collective journey towards academic 
excellence, individual growth, and societal 
advancement.

As a non-traditional student, my own journey is 
deeply tied to community college and educational 
opportunity. In my early 30s, as a single father, 
I faced the daunting task of returning to school, 
navigating tough financial decisions, and 
advocating for my future. Thanks to the Ford Family 
Opportunity Scholarship, I was able to graduate 
from community college and then Western Oregon 
University with a degree in International Business. 
With this perspective at the helm of our foundation, 
the importance of our mission amplifies our 
commitment to the students who defy convention 
and strive for excellence at LBCC.

The magic of our foundation lies in your support 
and our shared aspiration to break through barriers 
that inhibit learning and achievement. Scholarships, 
more than just financial aid, secure dreams at LBCC 
and our satellite offices in Corvallis and Lebanon. 
You, our amazing community of donors, stand at the 
foundation of these dreams and their realization, 
ensuring our students' success.

We are proud of the diverse programs we offer 
that catapult students into fulfilling careers upon 
completion. Your contributions fuel these programs, 
extending their reach and impact. This commitment 

results in an investment that ensures a thriving, 
prosperous, and educated local community.

However, our journey does not end here. The 
true measure of growth lies ahead. We are 
continually working to improve retention, engage 
the Foundation Board more effectively, expand our 
revenue streams, and increase our responsiveness 
to the local emerging community and student 
needs.

Be part of this narrative. Be part of this impact. 
Engage with us, question us, and invest in us. For 
in the end, when we sow seeds in education, we 
harvest a society transformed. I warmly invite you to 
leaf through the tales of change and empowerment 
that makeup this year's annual report. Your support, 
be it financial or moral, is what keeps our mission
alive, and shapes the destinies of countless 
students at LBCC.

Thank you for your time, talent, treasure and belief 
in us.

Best Regards,

STEVEN BRONCHEAU

503-551-1498
bronchs@linnbenton.edu
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Forward together -   
A message from our  
new foundation director

F R O M  O U R  N E W  D I R E C T O R
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At Linn-Benton Community College, our values 
serve as the foundation that inspires our actions 
and unites us as a community. As responsible 
stewards, we are committed to:

Opportunity: We support the fulfillment of potential 
in ourselves and each other.
Excellence: We aspire to the highest ideal with 
honesty and integrity.
Inclusiveness: We honor and embrace the 
uniqueness of every individual, and promote the 
free and civil expression of ideas, perspectives and 
cultures.
Learning: We commit to the lifelong pursuit of 
knowledge, skills, and abilities to improve our lives 
and our communities.
Engagement: We openly and actively connect as 
students, faculty, staff and community.

OUR MISSION

OUR SHARED 

VALUES

At the LBCC Foundation, we support the dreams 
of LBCC students by providing comprehensive 
programs and services that are innovative and 
accessible.

Here for students 
and our community
Founded in 1972, the LBCC Foundation is dedicated to 
supporting the students and programs of Linn-Benton 
Community College so that, through the transformational power 
of education, our entire community flourishes.

A B O U T  T H E  F O U N D A T I O N

BOARD OF TRUSTEES

Officers
President: Chris Hanson, Albany
Vice President: Penny York, Corvallis
Treasurer: Marty Cahill, Lebanon
Secretary: Jo Ann McQueary, Sweet Home
Past President: Joan Reukauf, Albany

Members
Jeannie Davis, Lebanon
Charlie Eads, Albany
Carolyn Gardner, Corvallis
Celeste Krueger, Albany
Lauri Lehman, Philomath
Diane Merten, Corvallis
Rose Peda, Sweet Home
Rick Petersen, Brownsville
Dick Running, Albany
Hedie Schulte, Albany
Dan Segel, Portland
Stacie Wyss-Schoenborn, Albany 

Ex-Officio
Lisa Avery, LBCC President
Sheldon Flom, VP, Finance and Operations
Bev Dunigan, Classified Representative
Lee LeJanic, Classified Representative



A 68% increase in 
dollars raised from 2021!
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$1.38
million

$11.97
million

$481K

FOUNDATION 

ASSETS

SCHOLARSHIPS

PROVIDED

DONATIONS
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You can get a scholarship. 
You can get loans. But you 
can’t always get a set of 
tires. This money removes 
some of those barriers for 
many LBCC students.
Jo Ann McQueary

LBCC FOUNDATION SECRETARY
Commenting on the foundation's $18,708 of emergency funding for students in 2022 

LBCC's two-year, six-term Associates of Applied Science  
Surgical Technology program focuses on teaching theory  
and the application of sterile technique in a real-world setting.



Linnea Everts
MANAGER, GOV T. REL ATIONS, 
DEVELOPMENT & STEWARDSHIP

Linnea is LBCC’s registered 
lobbyist for advocacy and the 
college point person for elected 
officials and their staff.

Cindy Sparks
FOUNDATION ADMIN ISTR ATIVE 
ASS ISTANT 

Cindy manages the day-to-day 
clerical work in the foundation.

p. 7

Helping your dollars 
make the greatest impact

O U R  T E A M

We are committed to delivering the best results to our donors 
and the students and faculty we serve.

Steven Broncheau
FOUNDATION DIRECTOR

Ashley Plageman
COORDINATOR, SCHOL ARSHIPS 
AND FOUNDATION

Jim Birken, MPA
PL ANNED G IV ING MANAGER

Matt Scotton
PUBLIC INFORMATION OFFICER & 
E X TERNAL COMMUNIC ATIONS 

Steven is responsible for planning, 
implementing, and evaluating a 
comprehensive annual giving and 
community relations program.

Ashley manages the foundation’s 
scholarship system and assists 
students with emergency funding.

Jim works with donors who are 
interested in leaving a planned 
gift to the college through their 
will or trust.

Matt is the coordinator of 
marketing and communication 
around awareness for LBCC and 
the LBCC Foundation.
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D O N O R  S T O R Y

OSU Thrift Shop opens  
doors to an LBCC education 
New Scholarship benefits local students seeking a quality 
education at Linn-Benton Community College. 
The LBCC Foundation welcomes a new donor this 
year: the Oregon State University Folk Club Thrift 
Shop. 

The Folk Club Thrift Shop has a legacy of education 
and community support. In 2023 it will build on its 
history of scholarship support for OSU students to 
provide scholarships for students beginning their 
academic journey at LBCC. With each scholarship 
valued at $3000, this initiative addresses a pressing 
need and promises to change lives. The scholarship 
gives a preference to students who are returning to 
higher education after taking a break from education 
or enrolling later in life.

CLUB TO COMMUNITY COMMITMENT: 

NEARLY A CENTURY OF GIVING

Since its inception in 1908, the OSU Folk Club 
has been a steadfast champion of education and 
community empowerment. In 1931, club members 
reached into their own pockets to establish the first 
$50 student scholarship, a tradition that continued 
until the birth of the Thrift Shop in 1949. 

What began as a consignment shop in a rented 
space has blossomed into a thriving enterprise now 
situated in a building owned by the Folk Club Thrift 
Shop. The shop exclusively sells donated items, 
ranging from clothing and housewares to hardware, 
books, artwork, and more.  

EDUCATION FOR EMPOWERMENT

The thrift shop's philanthropy in our community is 
a testament to the power of collective action. That 

positive impact and community support is calling for 
a new chapter.

When the thrift shop’s volunteers considered investing 
to help LBCC students, they met with Foundation 
staff to learn more about the LBCC student and the 
needs and challenges they face, recognizing that they 
differ from many students at a traditional four-year 
institution. This change ensures that the scholarships 
are accessible to a broader range of students and 
aligns with the LBCC Foundation’s commitment to 
inclusivity and opportunity.

“The board recognizes that this financial support 
could be the determining factor in a student’s 
ability to attend college,” said Doug Severs, Thrift 
Shop Board President. “And the ripple effect that 
education has will impact families, neighborhoods, 
and our region as a whole.”

EXPANDING ITS IMPACT

The LBCC Foundation awarded eight of these 
scholarships over the summer to students who will 
receive funds spread over the 2023-24 academic 
year to assist with tuition and living expenses.

Coleen McMahon is one of the recipients of the 
new scholarship. McMahon is returning to higher 
education after 15 years in the music world in Los 
Angeles. In recent years, she has invested her time 
to establish a program to use music during hospice 
care. During her time spent with patients in the 
hospital, she got inspired to join the healthcare 
workforce. 

Continued page 13



OSU Folk Club Thift 
Shop 2023 scholarship 
recipients
Xander Greenwood

DIAGNOSTIC IMAGING STUDENT

Coleen McMahon

DIAGNOSTIC IMAGING STUDENT
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I would recommend LB in 
a heartbeat ... they have an 
amazing culture and an
amazing environment there 
for students.
TJ Colson

LBCC DISTINGUISHED ALUMNUS
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A L U M N I  S T O R Y

'I wouldn't be where I  
am today': Distinguished 
alumnus Colson credits LBCC
Born in Nevada, TJ Colson moved to Oregon at the 
end of sixth grade and grew up on his family’s ranch in 
Prineville, showing livestock and participating in 4-H. 

After high school, his then-girlfriend, who was 
attending Oregon State University, suggested he join 
her in the mid-valley. He enrolled at LBCC and began 
making friends in the agricultural classes. After about 
three years, including a short break, he transferred to 
OSU himself, continuing to study agricultural sciences.

“I grew up in the ag industry. It’s part of my DNA,” 
Colson said. So when an opportunity came to join 
the industry by working as a warehouser at Wilco in 
Tangent, he took it and began his career. “My wife  
was born and raised on the family farm in the 
Willamette Valley, and she’s not leaving - so that 
created an opportunity for me to stay.”

Perhaps most important, he counts LBCC as an 
incredibly influential part of helping him move 
forward with his career. “I would recommend LB in a 
heartbeat,” Colson said. “I think they have an amazing 
culture and environment there for students.”

In 2008, Colson was promoted to a Wilco Store 
Manager role. Seven years later, he was promoted to 
retail District Manager, his first multi-store leadership 
position. He has been with the company for 20 years 
and served as Director of Store Operations and Vice 
President of Store Operations before becoming 
President of Wilco Stores at the beginning of 2022. 

Today, Colson and his wife, Samantha, live and farm 
about 1,500 acres of grass seed, while also running 
a real estate business. For fun, they raise show cattle 
for 4-H and FFA projects for area youths to exhibit 
at county fairs and other events. As someone who 

grew up showing livestock, he said he especially 
appreciates LBCC’s judging program.

He returns each year to lead a guest lecture on 
careers in agriculture, and serves as member of 
the LBCC Animal Technology Advisory Board. 
During his guest lectures at LBCC, he talks about 
the variety of careers available to students through 
agricultural sciences. At Wilco, for instance, there 
are retail stores, yes - but that’s just one segment 
of the business. 

When he thinks about the community college, 
Colson remembers the instructors who taught him 
how to succeed. Rick Klampe, now retired, and Ag 
Science Chair Clay Weber are the first who come 
to mind.

“They were instrumental in shaping me as a 
person, as a human, as an employee,” he said. 
“Without them coming into my life at that point 
in time, I wouldn’t be where I am today.” In fact, 
he said, that’s LBCC’s particular strength: its 
connection to its students. 

“It’s viewing the students as an extension of the 
family,” he said. “That’s emulated through all the 
departments: math, economics, chemistry; every 
one of the instructors there created that same 
family atmosphere. 

“The environment really makes you feel like you’re 
a part of something meaningful,” he said. “That 
you matter.”

The LBCC Foundation awarded Colson the 
Distinguished Alumnus award in 2023 for his 
dedicated service to the community and his 
advocacy for LBCC and the ag industry.
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F I N A N C I A L S

$1.5 million

$500,000

$1.0 million

TOTAL REVENUES & OTHER SUPPORT:  $781,603

Audited financial statements are available at: linnbenton.edu/annual-report

ASSET GROWTH

Endowment Net Assets       
Other Net Assets

$8.3M
$9.1M

$9.5M
$10.8M

$11.8M
$13.0M

$8.2M

SCHOLARSHIP PROGRAM

2022 Financial Snapshot
The LBCC Foundation is the only organization dedicated 100% to 
expanding access to higher education and helping more people 
succeed through support of Linn-Benton Community College.

$207K
$219K

$311K

$372K

$241K

$283K
$301K

$416K

$481K
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Grants - 0.6%
General

Program
and

Campus
Support 

20
15

20
16

20
17

20
18

20
19

20
20

20
21

  

20
22
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O S U  T H R I F T  S H O P  S C H O L A R S H I P S  -  C O N T I N U E D  F R O M  P A G E  8 

For more information, contact your Edward Jones Financial Advisor
Edward Jones cannot accept gift cards, cash or checks as donations.

> edwardjones.com | Member SIPC

CEA-9901E-A AECSPAD 20159615

The Scariano team supports LBCC 
and shares in their commitment to the 
community.

Investing in and 
supporting our 
communities

Christopher T Scariano
Financial Advisor

150 Calapooia St Sw Suite C
Albany, OR 97321
541-926-9700

McMahon is enrolled in the first year of the 
Diagnostic Imaging program. “Receiving this 
scholarship will significantly ease the financial 
burden of my education, and it inspires me to work 
even harder to achieve my academic goals. The 
thrift shop’s support will have a lasting impact 
on my educational journey, and I am deeply 
appreciative of this opportunity.”

Xander Greenword, a fellow classmate of 
McMahon, echoes her words. “I am going to be the 
first in my family to graduate with a college degree. 
This scholarship means less time working to allow 
me to focus on my studies.” Greenwood was 
inspired to focus on preventative care awareness 
after the loss of his grandfather at 60, who with 
care would have lived longer. 

His goal is to eventually become a cardiac invention 
technician. 

“The OSU Thrift Shop recognizes that some of 
us take time to find our passion and start our 
educational journey. This scholarship and the 
thought behind it means my community cares to 
support a student like me, even if it took me time to 
find my path”. 

A N N U A L  R E P O R T  S P O N S O R



69+69+2323++77++11++UULBCC total  
annual impact

$280.6 million
Added income

3,597
Jobs supported

OR

The Economic Value of 
Linn-Benton Community College

Sources: Lightcast Economic Impact Study; https://www.bizjournals.com/washington/news/2019/10/16/nats-could-face-yankees-or-astros-in-world-series.html;
https://www.caranddriver.com/news/a38748092/new-car-average-sale-prices-47100/; https://fns-prod.azureedge.us/sites/default/files/media/file/CostofFoodAug2022LowModLib.pdf

JULY 2O23
Reflects FY 2021-22

The average associate degree 
graduate from LBCC will see 
an increase in earnings of 
$8,100 each year compared 
to someone with a high school 
diploma working in Oregon.

For every $1…

Investment analysis

$64.5 million
Added income

Operations spending impact
Impact of annual payroll and other spending

Enough to buy 1,369 new cars

762 
Jobs supported 

OR

 = 50 jobs

* = family of four46+57+63+71+100< High school

High school

Certificate

Associate

Bachelor's

$26,600
$33,300

$36,500
$41,400

$58,100

Students gain $4.30
in lifetime earnings

Taxpayers gain $1.10 
in added tax revenue and 
public sector savings

Society gains $5.10 
in added income and 
social savings

Construction spending impact
Impact of expenditures for ongoing 
construction projects

$3.6 million
Added income

46 
Jobs supported 

OR

Economic impact analysis

jobs in the Linn-Benton Community College District is 
supported by the activities of LBCC and its students.

out of 
every 33 1

About LBCC

7,699
Credit students

671
Employees

4,265
Non-credit students

The Linn-Benton Community 
College District, Oregon

$193.5 million
Added income

An economic boost similar  
to hosting the World Series  

30x

Alumni impact
Impact of the increased 
earnings of LBCC alumni and 
the businesses they work for

OR

2,445 Jobs supported 

Student spending impact
Impact of the daily spending of LBCC 
students attracted to or retained in the region

Enough to buy 1,542 families* 
a year’s worth of groceries

$19.1 million Added income

OR

344 
Jobs supported 

Sources: Lightcast Economic Impact Study; https://www.bizjournals.com/washington/news/2019/10/16/nats-could-face-yankees-or-astros-in-world-series.html;  
https://www.caranddriver.com/news/a38748092/new-car-average-sale-prices-47100/; https://fns-prod.azureedge.us/sites/default/files/media/file/CostofFoodAug2022LowModLib.pdf

p. 14



p. 15

In LBCC's Heavy Equipment and Diesel Technology  
Program students learn the fundamentals of diesel engines, 
hydraulics, electrical, powertrains, steering, suspension, 
brakes and air conditioning used on heavy equipment.

A N N U A L  R E P O R T  S P O N S O R
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The Linn-Benton 
Community College 
Foundation is a 
registered 501c3 
charitable organization. 
All gifts to the 
Foundation are tax 
deductible to the extent 
permitted by law.

The Heritage Oak Society
The Heritage Oak Society recognizes those friends of LBCC who 
have included the LBCC Foundation in their estate plans through 
their will, trust, insurance, or life income gift.

Diana and Gary Actor
Scott and Kevin Anselm
Marissa Athens
Joe and Renata Beck
Robert Beil
Rosemary Bennett
Art and Marilyn Bervin
Eric and Judy Blackledge
Pete and Alice Bober
John and Kathleen Buchner
Jon and Maureen Carnahan
Karen Carnahan
Jonathan Christie
John and Shirley Davis
Bill and Sharon Daley
Diana C. Everett
Greg and Rita Hamann
Fred and Louann Haynes
Judith and Terrance Hill
Beth Hogeland
Carol Jordan
William and Jeanette Maier
Sharon McGavick
Greg and Diane Merten
Carl and Paulette Myers
Pat and Steve Oldenstadt
Linda Pace-Allen
Bob and Erma Pascalar
Alex and Debbie Paul
Liz Pearce
George and Cheryl Pugh
Carol Schaafsma
Dave Schmidt
James and Karen Schupp
Lucinda Sheeran
Paul Shroeder
Mathew Misch and Barbara Sleezer
Ann and Bill Smart
Christy Stevens

Russell and Duffy Tripp
Laurie Trombley and Craig Conner
Judith and Gerald Turner
Mark Weiss and Terry McCormick
Jane White
Don and Marilyn Wimer
Penny and William York
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2022 Donors to the 
LBCC Foundation
We thank our amazing donors for their generosity of time, 
resources, skills, and commitment. We could not do this important 
work without you! 

D O N O R  R O L L  2 0 2 2

$250,000 AND ABOVE
Anonymous  

$50,000 TO $99,000
National Philanthropic Trust

$25,000 TO $49,999
Wayne and Joann Chambers 
Ed and Mary Watson  
Benton Community Foundation 

$10,000 TO $24,999
Anonymous 
Central Welding Supply 
Central Willamette Credit Union 
Carolee Elder  
Brendan Kane 
Koch Companies Community Fund 
LBCC Student Leadership Council 
Jo Ann McQueary 
Oregon Community Foundation
Oregon State Credit Union
Carol Schaafsma 
Vietnam Veterans of America Inc.,  
   Chapter 585 
Zonta Service Foundation of 
   Corvallis 

$2,500 TO $9,999
Barbara Emily Knudson Charitable  
   Foundation 
Rosemary Bennett 
Douglas and Ann Brodie
Esta Rose Fund of The Oregon 
   Community Foundation 
John and Carolyn Gardner 
Geared Mechanical
Jack Scott Farms, Inc
Dennis Kelley 
Knights Baseball Club 
LBCC STEM-CTE Hub
Jeanne Mackey 
Lois and Joseph Malango 

Mario and Alma Pastega Family 
   Foundation 
Ron Mason
McDowell, E & G Charitable Endowment 
   Trust
Olive Bridge Fund of Oregon Community  
   Foundation
Ritch Price
George and Cheryl Pugh 
Rodney W. and Martha G. Tripp Memorial 
   Fund 
Bob and Judy Ross
Peter Rude and Margaret Johnson Rude
Steve Schilling
Richard Solo 
Walter S. Johnson Foundation 

$1,000 TO $2,499
Thomas Abrahamson 
Anonymous 
Kevin and Scott Anselm 
Karen Ash 
Dr. Lisa Avery 
Dennis and Sherri Balmer 
Daniel Bedore
Art and Marilyn Bervin 
Jennifer Boehmer and Steve Ohlhaber
Judy Ann Butler
Captive Exposure 
Jon Carnahan 
Steve Carothers 
Margarita Casas 
Brooks and Rita Cavin 
Confederated Tribes of Siletz Indians 
Corvallis Clinic Foundation 
Thomas and Lisa Daniels 
Debra Davidson
Jeff DuMont
The Enduring Fords of 1928-31 
Lewis Franklin
Joyce T. Graham
Howard Haynes
Kristina and Blake Holton

James and Sara Ingle
Carol Jordan
Bridget Kane 
Riley King, Jr. 
Rick Klampe
Mark and Denise Majeski
Teresa and Richard McClain 
Sharon McGavick
Kacey Miller
Robert T. Moore 
Amanda Mortlock 
Diana Mortlock
R Jay Murray
Janet and Henry Nielsen
Dolores O'Hara
Mallory Phelan
Robert Priewe
Ram-Z Fabrication
Dave Rush 
Nicolle Rychlick
Bernie Saks
Schwab Charitable 
Jack Scott 
Daniel Segel 
Ann and Bill Smart
Sheila K. Smith
Loren Soper
Mikal Stampke 
Danae Stanfield-Holmes
State of Oregon 
Christy Stevens 
Emily Stordahl 
Glenn Swearingen 
Sweet Home Elks Lodge 
Judith De Szoeke 
University of Maryland Global 
   Campus
Roberta and Bruce Weber 
Gregory White 
Willamette Dental Management
Tom and Mariol Wogaman 
Garry Yusckat 
Michael Zanona 

Continued next page
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D O N O R  R O L L  2 0 2 2  -  C O N T .  F R O M  P A G E  1 7

$500 TO $999  
Darryl Abbott
Joseph Bailey and Susan Knapp
Lynn Bain 
James Birken 
Catherine Biscoe
Mikel Blok 
Brenda Bonebrake
Ryan Borde
Marvin Borntrager
Karri Byram
Marjorie Cannon and Hugh Moore 
Brad and Tonya Carman
Charitable Adult Rides & Services,  
   Inc.  
Corvallis Elks Charity Trust 
Donald and Betty Coulman
Lisa Daniels 
Jeffrey S. Davis
Bev Dunigan 
Charlie and Mary Eads
Linnea and Judd Everts 
Sheldon Flom 
Lisa Gaines 
Stephen A. Gilbert 
Brad A. Gohr
Rita and Gregory Hamann
Everett and Krista Hartman 
Susan Hayes
HERDI 
Dale Hoskins 
Steven Kammerzell 
KGAL/KSHO - Eads Broadcasting 
   Corporation 
John and Arlene Larson 
Troy Lawry
Yvonne and Steve Lee
Anne M. Magratten
Sally Manibusan
Tammi McClain 
Marci J. Moling 
Zona Moos 
Erik Nelson and Tamara Sherrill
Carol Nichol 
Wally Ordeman
Elizabeth Pearce 
Rad Tech Club 
Carol Raymundo 
Franklin Roberts 
Christopher Ruderman 
Pam Rush 
Robert Rush 
LeAnn C. Schamp 
Bill and Jane Siebler 
Gabriel Tang 
US Bank Foundation 
Diana Ward 
White Oak Construction 
Willamette Volleyball Classic 
Chareane Wimbley-Gouveia
Katie and Michael Winder

Andrew and Emily Wynings 
Penny and William York 

$250 TO $499 
Anonymous 
Patrick Bailey 
Scott Ball 
Jeff Baltus 
Kaj Bansen
Mitch Benedict 
Richard Bergeman 
Pete Beyer 
Darren Brown 
George and Annette Boyce 
Kanoe Bunney 
Robert Camp 
Linda Carroll 
Rodney Carter and Linda Lee 
Georgeann and Verne Casey 
Linda Chevraux 
Richard and Alice Claycomb 
Jennifer Clayton 
Lori Crampton 
Scott Dalke 
Kim Dammon 
Luke Dickson 
Kenneth Dickson-Self 
Kyle Dziedzic 
Diane Engelhard 
Shiloh Erven 
Tonya Evans 
Randy and Cindy Falk 
Eric Frazier 
Jayme Frazier 
Robert and Sandra Galati 
Poppy Grandvada 
Matthew Gumm 
Kathleen Hale  
Austin Hamilton 
Laura A. Hammond 
Steven Hammond 
Ryan Hawkins 
Casey Humphrey  
Linda and Danley Hutchins 
Adriana Huyer 
Independent Association of LBCC 
   Classified Employees 
Jess R. Jacobs 
Duane Jensen 
Jeff and Kelli Johnson
Thomas Johnson
Nicole Kennedy 
Angie Klampe  
Adam Kohler 
Wendy Krislen-Adams  
KWS Seeds, LLC 
Lawrence LaJoie 
Lori Larson 
Sean Loth $440.00 
Dylan and Teriann Mason  
Roger and Vikki Maurer 

Mary Mayfield 
Scott Mclaughlin 
Linda McLellan 
Jeffrey Moore 
Peter Nelson 
Network for Good 
Dustin Nichol 
Eric Noll 
Ben Ortman 
PacifiCorp 
Mark and Ginger Peterson 
Paul and Frances Poetsch 
Brian Reed 
Jeff Riley 
Ringo, Stuber, Ensor, Hadlock 
    & Smith PC  
Christopher Riseley 
Meg Roland 
Jason Saunders 
Steven and Lori Skarda 
Paula and Jeff Smith 
Southpaws Perfect Pizza and 
   Sports Pub 
Linda Spain 
Kay Stadeli 
Heidi Sternhagen  
Sue Stone 
Ryan Stutzman 
John Sutter 
Heather Swanson 
J.T. Taylor 
Cliff and Jo Anne Trow 
Mark and Rachel Urista 
Warren Van Otterloo 
Carol Vincent 
Jane and Gregg Walker  
Jessi Walker 
Paul and Sharon Webb 
Clay Weber 
Carlena Weeks 
Jeff White 
Jason Young 
Wendi Zanona

$100 TO $249
Jerry and Colette Abdie 
Christine Acker 
Cori Agnew 
Cameron Albee 
Blythe Alderman 
James Anderson 
Todd Anderson 
Jennifer Andrews  
Jeffery Apotheker
Ruth Apotheker 
Kim Armstrong 
Brian Arp 
Jason Arch 
Greg Bachman 
Richard Baltus 
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D O N O R  R O L L  2 0 2 2  -  C O N T .  F R O M  P A G E  1 8

$100 TO $249 - CONT. 
Terri Baltus 
Georgia Barber 
Renay Barnes 
Beverly Bartley-Nagamoto 
Stephen Bauer 
Terry Baumgartner 
Telena Bence 
Lily Bender 
Tonia and Darrin Benham 
Ethan and Carla Bergman 
Arthur Billings 
William Birkeland 
Jerry and Sue Boehme 
Bruce Boettcher 
Diana Boro-Boswell 
Stacie and Jim Braun 
Lex Brown 
Eric D. Bryant 
Josh Bryant 
Ann Buchele 
Diana-Lee Bunney 
Amy Burbee 
Mike Burner 
Barb and Calvin Burrell Gary 
Burris 
Donna Bush 
Elaine Bush 
Hayden Bush 
Tanna Cable 
Sara Carlson 
Lesley Carlston 
Deron Carter 
Mary Casey 
Lorraine and George Chow 
Michael Clauson 
Sarah Cline 
Tommy Cline 
Jerry Coe 
Darin and Grace Colgan 
Kristen Collins 
Terry Cornutt 
Krissa Cramer 
Caleb Crumrine 
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Peeta Palavera was born in Oregon, but it took 
many years to feel like she belonged.

Her parents, who had immigrated from Mexico 
before she was born, spoke Spanish at their home 
in Newport. When Palavera started elementary 
school, she knew almost no English - nor anyone 
else like her.

“That was a whole new world for me. I was the only 
Mexican kid in the classroom,” she recalled. “I had 
no one to talk to. I would sign most things, and just 
copy what everyone else did.” 

PLAYING CATCH UP FROM AN 

EARLY AGE

While all of Palavera’s classmates were learning 
their letters and sounds, Palavera was learning 
simply how to survive. By about third grade, she 
was more competent in English, but only then did 
she begin work on her own letters and sounds. By 
then, everyone else had moved on to reading and 
math.

"I really struggled, and my confidence was low,” she 
said. “A lot of teachers never saw me as a student 
who could achieve much of anything.”

But that, as they say, was then. Now, at 25, Palavera 
feels like she can achieve just about anything - and 
for starters, thanks to Linn-Benton Community 
College, she’s well on her way to achieving a 
degree in civil engineering.

LBCC helps Peeta Palavera 
take on civil engineering  
Student's nontraditional path to education leads to a new feeling 
of belonging here in Oregon 

She started her second year at LBCC this fall. 
When she finishes her associate’s degree, she’ll 
transfer to Oregon State University to complete her 
bachelor’s.

"I love LBCC's program and the support that they 
give. All the instructors have been great,” Palavera 
said. “Many times I told myself, ‘I can't do this, I’m 
not smart enough, it’s too hard,’ and they told me, 
‘It’s hard, but you’re going to go through it. We're 
here to help you get over this hurdle.’ It was just so 
motivating, so motivating to hear." 

A NONTRADITIONAL PATH

Palavera didn’t take a traditional path to college. 
First, she had to get through middle school. When 
Palavera lived there, Newport had a magnet 
school for middle-school students, Isaac Newton. 
It was for students who wanted greater academic 
challenges. Palavera wanted to go. Her fifth-grade 
teacher wasn’t so sure. But Palavera loved the 
idea of pushing her own academic boundaries and 
persuaded her parents to let her apply. 

She was accepted. The work was hard, but she 
persisted through three years, finishing on the 
honor roll with nearly a straight-A average. “It was 
the first time I ever felt like I was smart,” Palavera 
recalled.

However, when Palavera graduated from high school  
in 2016, she still didn’t feel like college was for her.

Continued page 26 ...
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I love LBCC's program  
and the support that they 
give. All the instructors 
have been great.
Peeta Palavera

ENGINEERING '24
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She worked for a little while as a bilingual tutor for 
Spanish-speaking students who were struggling 
the same way she had, then did some traveling 
and moved to California. There, she lived with a 
roommate who made her give higher education 
another look. 

The roommate had studied architectural drafting, 
which fascinated Palavera. But the roommate 
suggested instead of following suit, that Palavera 
look into engineering. Better pay and more job 
opportunities, she said. 

It would be a few more years, after marriage and 
travel to Brazil and Costa Rica, before Palavera 
would pursue that idea. But eventually she and her 
husband settled in Lebanon, where she enrolled in 
LBCC to begin her new academic journey.

She chose civil engineering because she loved 
the idea of working with buildings, water systems 
and other forms of infrastructure that don’t move. 
Civil engineers aren’t doing the design or the 
construction, but they are the ones trying to figure 
out whether that design or construction will work 
the way it needs to, which she found intriguing.

"Most importantly, I really want to be part of more 
renewable energy and more sustainability for our 
planet,” she said. “So I’m hoping I can get into a 
field that can help that.”

Math had been her nemesis, but Palavera credits 
LBCC’s Math Cafe for helping her cope. She signed 
up for a fast-paced math class taught through a 
computer, but went to the tutoring center to be able 
to ask questions of human beings.

“Weekends, Zoom, I lived and breathed math and 
probably will for the next four years,” she said. “I 
got to know all the tutors and they all helped me, 
showed me techniques and ways to do things 
better. I could not have done it without all of those 
tutors’ help.”

Palavera said she understands adults who are leery 
of going back to school years after graduation. She 
also gets it when she hears high school students 
say they don’t think they can handle college, or 
they don’t know what they would study. 

FOUNDATION SUPPORT HELPS ALONG 

THE WAY 

“I would definitely encourage anyone looking into 
college to not focus so much on the difficulties that 
are going to go with it,” she said. “I get it. But there 
are people who can help you adjust.” 

The LBCC Foundation offers scholarships, 
assistance with food and utility payments, and 
other resources to help while working toward a 
degree. Peeta is the recipient of several foundation 
scholarships which she appreciates to take the 
stress off the family allowing her time to focus on 
her studies.

“I wouldn’t push out college for anything, 
academically or financially,” she said. “It’s a great 
opportunity, and we should grab it when we can. 
The Foundation is there to help support us to be 
able to focus on getting our education. You are 
supported along the way.”
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Credit Card

Insurance Policies

Personal Property &
Gifts-in-Kind

Endowment Gifts
require a minimum one-time donation of $15,000, or $3,000 per year over a 
five-year period. Endowments are permanent funds which are invested and the 
earnings used for college or student assistance. For more information, contact the 
Foundation by email: foundation@linnbenton.edu or call (541) 917-4209

Ways to give to the 
LBCC Foundation

Cash or Check

LBCC Payroll 
Deduction

Stocks, Bonds & 
Securities

Planned Gifts
can be intended for current use or endowments. Planned gifts include 
a variety of life income plans, stock plans, real estate gifts, trusts, wills,  
annuities and estate plans. For more information, email Jim Birken:  
birkenj@linnbenton.edu

Through the extraordinary generosity of our donors, 
the LBCC Foundation removes barriers so that LBCC 
students can pursue their dreams. In 2022 the Foundation 
awarded nearly $481,000 to students in need.

F A C I L I T A T I N G  D R E A M S

Federal Tax ID: 23-7212073
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